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Increase in Federal Grants Activity

$7B
$24B

$91B

$200B

$600B

Nearly 2,000 Federal grant programs are listed 
in the Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance $620 B

2015
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General Electrics

“We Bring  Good 
Things to Life”

Grant - We Improve 
the Quality of Life
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February 
2011: 

Presidential 
Memo

October 2011: 
COFAR established

February 2012:
Notice of 
Proposed 

Rulemaking

December 2013: 
Uniform Guidance 

Published 

Grants Reform Timeline

February 2013: 
Notice of Proposed 

Guidance April 2013
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December 
26, 2013: 
Uniform 

Guidance 
published

Fall 2014: Metrics, 
Additional FAQs 
and Webcasts 

December 18, 
2014: 28 Agencies 

Adopted the 
Guidance, Technical 
Corrections, Metrics

UG IS EFFECTIVE

2015-2016:Agency 
Final Rules, 

Collection of Second 
Set of Metrics

3rd Webcast

Grants Reform Timeline

2015: Additional 
Technical Corrections, 
FAPIIS, Outreach, 
Updated FAQs
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Major Policy Reforms

• Eliminates duplicative and conflicting guidance

• Focuses on performance over compliance for 
accountability

• Encourages efficient use of information 
technology and shared services

• Provides for consistent and transparent 
treatment of costs

• Limits allowable costs to make best use of 
Federal resources
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Major Policy Reforms

• Setting standard business processes using data 
definitions

• Encourages non-Federal entities to have family 
friendly policies

• Strengthens oversight

• Targets audit requirements on risk of waste, fraud, 
and abuse
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Eliminating Duplicative and Conflicting Guidance

State, 
Local & 
Tribes

• A-102

• A-87

Universities
• A-110

• A-21

Nonprofits
• A-110

• A-122

INSERT 
RECIPIENT OR 

AGENCY  
HERE

Now: All OMB guidance streamlined in 2 CFR 200.

Then:

• A-89
• A-133
• A-50
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2 CFR 200 -Basic Layout 

• 6 Subparts A through F

– Subpart A, 200.XX – Acronyms & Definitions

– Subpart B, 200.1XX – General

– Subpart C, 200.2XX – Pre Award - Federal

– Subpart D, 200.3XX – Post Award – Recipients

– Subpart E, 200.4XX – Cost Principles 

– Subpart F, 200.5XX – Audit 

• 12 Appendices - I through XII

• “Should” and “Must” 
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“Should” and “Must”

Shall it Out – Yes, Shout it Out

But Should is In

May will be back

So are April and June

Orange is the new Black

Must is the new Shall
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Top Ten UG Impact

• Standard data

– Definitions, Notice of Funding Opportunities, 
Application, Award Notice

• Computing devices as supplies – 200.94

• Fixed award amount – 200.201 (b)

• Internal Controls – 200.303

• Procurement standards – 200.320
Procurement 

Standards
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Top Ten UG Impact 

• Subrecipient Monitoring – 200.331

• Direct  charges of administrative salaries – 200.413

• Indirect Cost Rate acceptance – 200.414

• Documentation for personal services -200.430
– Internal controls – 200.430 (i)

– Outcome based – 200.430 (i) (6)

– Blended funding – 200.430 (i) (7)

• Audit report transparency- 200.512
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Implementation

• Challenges

• Agency final rules

• Best practices

• Metrics

Single Audit Metrics
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Agency Final Rules
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Best Practices

• COFAR Webpage

• July 2016 Webcast on Promising Practices
– Risk assessment

– Contract vs. subaward determination

– Subrecipient monitoring

– Personnel services

– Indirect cost rates

– Single audit and CAROI
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Uniform Guidance Metrics
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What’s Ahead?

• Future changes to Title 2 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations

• More FAQs

• DATA Act implementation and Section 5 Pilot

• New statutory requirements

– FAPIIS

– GONE Act

– Never Contract with the Enemy
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Resources

• The COFAR website is available at: 
https://cfo.gov/cofar/

• Includes:

– FAQs

– Webcasts

– Crosswalk to agency exceptions and additions

https://cfo.gov/cofar/
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You  know the 
consequences !

2016 White House Easter Egg Roll 
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Winter is Coming !!!
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For More 
Information Visit: 

CFO.gov/COFAR

rhubbard@omb.
eop.gov and 

htran@omb.eop
.gov

Thank you!

mailto:rhubbard@omb.eop.gov
mailto:htran@omb.eop.gov

